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fortress of despotism/5 l Washington responded that he accepted the key of the Bastille as ** a token of the victory gained by liberty/*2 Thomas Paine wrote of his delight at having been chosen by Lafayette to "convey . . . the first ripe fruits of American principles, transplanted into Europe, to his master and patron.55 3 Mutual congratulations were carried back and forth by every ship.
Soon the mob in Paris took more sanguinary action and blood flowed more freely, but not in sufficient quantity to quench American enthusiasm for the cause of liberty in France. We had had plenty of mobs ourselves and much crimson experience. Had not mobs been the precursors of our own Revolution?
The next developments of the French uprising and the appearance of the Jacobin Clubs, however, alarmed some and gave pause to all of the cautious friends of freedom in America and other countries.
Edmund Burke hysterically sounded the alarm. On account of his championship of the cause of American Independence, Burke had enjoyed much credit with all Americans who had heard of him. "In the last age,55 exclaimed Burke in Parliament, February 9, 1790, "we were in danger of being entangled by the example of France in the net of a relentless despotism. . , . Our present danger from
1  Lafayette to Washington, March 17, 1790; Cor. Rev.: Sparks, iv, 322.
2 Washington to Lafayette, August 11, 1790; Writings: Ford, xi, 493.
8 Paine to Washington, May 1, 1790; Cor. Rev.: Sparks, iv, 328. Paine did not, personally, bring the key, but forwarded it from London.